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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S RETURN 

REF: TUNIS 0336 

1. JANUARY 15 PRESS TREATMENT OP BOURGUIBA'S RETURN 
TO TUNIS ON PREVIOUS DAY (SEE REPTEL) EMPHASIZED 

HIS EXPRESSIONS OTLDL'WART POR PRIME MINISTER HEDI 
NOUIRA, WITH ONLY SEMI-INDEPENDENT LE TEMPS 
HEADLINGING HIS STATEMENT THAT HE NEEDED 
REST. ALL PAPERS CARRIED TEXT OP HIS ARRIVAL STATEMENT 
BUT WN A "SANITIZED" VERSION. NO NOTE WAS TAKEN OF 
BOURGUIBA'S EMOTIONAL STATE AND HIS REMARKS ABOUT HAVING 
HAD A "ONE-WAY TICKET" TO SWITZERLAND AND THE UNITED STATES 
WERE DELETED. HE ATTRIBUTED HIS CURRENT PHYSICAL STATE 
TO EXTREME PATIQUE CAUSED BY VISITS TO RURAL GOVERNORATES 
IN EARLY 1976 AND TO THE PUNERAL OP HIS COUSING HEDI KHEPACHA 
WHO DIED LAST MAY. PRESS GAVE NO INDICATION OP WHAT EPPECT 
BOURGUIBA'S NEED POR REST WOULD HAVE ON HIS PERPORMING 
HIS DUTIES AS CHIEF OF STATE. BOURGUIBA SAID ONLY THAT 
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HE RELIES ON HEDI NOUIRA AND HIS COLLABORATORS. 

2. WHILE THE NEWSPAPER VERSION OP BOURGUIBA'S REMARKS 
WAS EDITED, MOST TUNISIAN EITHER HEARD HIM ON THE RADIO 
LIVE OR SAW HIS REMARKS ON TELEVISION THAT EVENING. HIS 
LABORED VOICE AND HAGGARD APPEARANCE WERE EVIDENT TO ALL 
TUNISIANS WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN. IT ALSO EVIDENT THAT 
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MOST TUNISIANS WERE DEEPLY MOVED BY BOTH HIS APPEARAPCE 
AND BY HIS STATEMENT THAT DOCTORS HAD TOLD HIM HE MUST 
LEAVE RUNNING OE COUNTRY TO YOUNGER MEN HE HAD TRAINED. 
WHILE TUNISIANS WERE STUNNED BY BOURGUIBA'S APPEARANCE, 
MANY TAKE CONSOLATION IN THE FACT THAT HE IS ON HISFEET, 

BACK IN TUNISIA, AND ON BASIS HIS REMARKS, HOWEVER GLOOMY, 
THINKING LUCIDLY. 

3. FOLLOWING PRESIDENT'S RETURN, MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
TAHAR BELKHODIA, WHO HAS RECEIVED UNUSUALLY HEAVY PRESS 
COVERAGE IN LAST FEW DAYS, SPOKE TO A MEETING OE THE 
"DESTOURIAN LEADERSHIP" OP TUNIS. HE TOLD THIS GROUP OF 

400 THAT " WE ARE AT A TURNING POINT IN THE LIPE OF THE 
NATION WHICH DEMANDS A NEW VISION OF PROBLEMS AND A NEW 
APPROACH CAPABLE OF GUARANTEEING THE PUTURE." HE SAID 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HAD THAT DAY CALLED ON FAITHFUL 
DESTROUIANS "TO ASSUME THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES, ALL THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES. " HE CALLED THE PSD A CRUCIBLE IN WHICH 
ALL INITIATIVES AND ALL GOOD INTENTIONED EPFORTS OUGHT 
TO BE COMBINED. HE WARMLY PRAISED THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 
FOR ITS LEADERSHIP IN NATIONAL APFAIRS, ITS PRESCIENCE IN 
SUPPORTING SOCIAL JUSTICE AND BELKHODIA SAID ITS POSITION 
IN SOCIETY OUGHT TO BE CONSOLIDATED. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT BOURGUIBA WILL REMAIN IN TUNIS 
FOR A FEW DAYS AND THEN MOVE TO HIS SUMMER PALACE IN 
MONASTIR FOR FURTHER REST. THIS WOULD REMOVE HIM FROM 
IMMEDIATE CONTACT WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN TUNIS 
WHILE PACILITATING PERIODIC MEETINGS WITH NOUIRA IN WHICH THE 
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PRIME MINISTER "KEEPS HIM ABREAST" OP THE AFFAIRS OF STATE. 

THIS MOVE WOULD ENHANCE NOUIRA'S ROLE IN A "TRANSITION 
PERIOD" AND STRENGTHEN HIS STATURE AS BOURGUIBA'S RIGHTFUL 
SUCCESSOR. TAHAR BELKHODIA, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO BELIEVE 
THAT HE HAS A SPEICAL MANDATE AS WELL IN THE PERIOD AHEAD 
WHICH ENTITLES HIM TO MAKE IMPORTANT STATEMENTS ABOUT 
THE POLITICAL SYSTEM. 

KING 
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